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L. M. and C. E. Peterson were reared at home and received their
early education in the schools of Stratford. Immediately following
the close of their school years, on March l, 1899, they purchased the
Stratford Courier, a weekly paper, which they have since continucd
to publish. In r9o9 they added to their publishing business a musical
business and in that departrnent they handle the Hobart M. Cable

pianq the Moline and Baldwin, making a specialty and leader in their
business of thc Hobart M. Cable instrument. The peterson brothers
own their own plant and building in which it is installed and each of
them also owns his own residence.
L. M. Peterson was united in marriage August g, r9ro, to Miss
Maude Tuel, a daughter of John and Alice (Van Wonner) Tuel, the
father a native of Iowa, and the mother of Michigan. C. E. peterson was married on the 4th of Juln r9o4, to Miss Grace Whiteman.
a daughter of William and Mary ( Atkinson) Whiteman, the former
a native of lllinois, and the latter of California. The brothers are
stanch progressives in their political beliefs. C. E. peterson wali ap.
pointed postmaster of Stratford in r9o5, in which office he served
until April, r9o8. He has fraternal relations with the Modern Woodmen o{ America- L. M. Peterson is a member of the Masonic todge
and is also a member of the Independent Ordcr of Odd Fellows and
the Rebekahs. The brothers are members of the Swedish Lutheran
church of Stratford. They are business men whose integdty has
never been questioned and they are numbered among the progressive and useful citizens of that part of the state.

PETER M. PHILIOPS.
One of the representative agriculturists of Scott township is peter
M. Phillops, who owns four hundred and forty acres of choice land
located on section 33, which he devoteb to diversified farming and
stock-raising. His entire life has been passed in this immediate vi-

cinity, his Urth having occurrei on the farm where he now resides
on the rSth of January, r@. His father, Canute Phillops, was born
in Bergen, Norwan on Septernber rz, 1834, and there passed the
first sixtem yearc of his life. In r85q the family emigrated to the
United States, arriving in this country after a long and exceedingly
rough passage, which occupied ten weeks and three days. They first
settled in Dane countn Wisconsin, but later they rernoved to I-a SaIe

878

HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY

county, Ilinois. Thc fanily consisted of two sons and two daughters, Ann M., Helen, Canute and Peter. Whm the catl came for
troops during the early days of the Civil war, Peter and Canute enlisted as mernbers of Company F, Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. They gave valiant service to the land of their adoption, Peter
having given his life to the cause, his death occurring in the hospital
at Murfree$oro in February, 1864, Canutc participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Perryville and Stone River. At the latter place
he was taken prisoner, but was subsequently paroled and sent to Annapolis, where he did provost duty until 1853. He rejoined his regiment just prior to the battle of Missionary Ridge and was also at
Adairsville, whcre he was wounded in the thigh. The succeeding few
weeks were spent in army hospitals at various points, and in Septernber, 1864, he was dischargcd and returned to La Salte county. Very
soon thereafter he came to Hamilton county, where he acquired the
land now owned by our subject, in Scott township, and devoted the
remainder of his active life to the developmcnt of his farm. Here
he was married on the 9th of July, 1865, to Mrs. Melinda Christianson l-arson, who was born in Norway on May tz, t827, and passed
away in Scott township on the roth of July, r$6, The maternal
grandparents passed their entire lives in the Norseland. To Mr. and
Mrs. Phillops was born, beside our subject, one daughter, Petra Christina, who died in infancy. The fathcr, who was one of the highly esteemed pioneer settlers of Hamilton county, passed awey on his farm
on the zd of April, r9ro5. Among thc valued posscssions of the Phitlops family are two letters written by the hothers, Canute and Peter,
rvhile at the front during the Civil war. The one from the father is
from Camp Hoftman and bears the date of April .2, r{!62, while the
other is a joint letter from the two brothers, and was written on November rt, of the same year.
The experiences rvhich came to Peter M. Phillops during
his minority were very similar to those which fell to the lot of other
lads reared in this sction during the pioneer period. He obtained his
education in the common schools of the community, his advantages
being neither better nor worse than those of the average youth of that
time. He early began rendering his father such assistance about the
fields and barns as his age a^trd strength permitted, thus qualifying
himself for the duties bf the vocation he is now following. As the
years passed he assulned more and more of the responsibility about
the farm, of which he had the entire managernent prior to succeeding
to the title of the property. His fields are operated in accordancc
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rvith the advanced methods of agriculture and in connection with gmeral farming he is engaged in the breeding and raising of high-grade
stock. He is a man of progressive ideas and enterprising methods,
as is evidenced by his well improved place, which is provided with the
most up-todate machinery, implements, comforts and conveniences.
Naturally he takes great pride in keeping up his farm, rvhich is endeared to him by associations of a life-time and was the birthplace of
his children.
On the 6th of February, rQro, Mr. Phillops was married to Miss
Anna Maria Petersoq whose birth occurred on a farm a mile north
of Story City, Story county, Iowa, on the r4th of June, I87r. There
she was likewise reared to womanhood and educated, her entire life
She is a daughter of Eric
having beer passed in this scction of lot
J. and Julia (Johnson) Peterson, the father having becn born in Norway on the rrth of June, and the mother in Dane county, Wisconsin.
Thc father, who is a veteran of the Civil war, was for many years
. actively engaged in farming in Story county, but he has now retired
and he and the mother are spending their latter years in a comfortable
rcsidence in Story Gty. Their childrcn, trvelve in number, are as follows
Mrs, Caroline Nordskog, who was born on the 6th of July,
1867, a resident of Des Moines; Mrs. Phillops; Michael P., whose birth
occurred on November zZ, 1823, of Wyoming; Eric D., whose natal
day was the zSth of November, 1875, living on the old homestead a
mile north of Story City; Mrs. Julia Wick, who was born on January
zg, 1878, a resident of Roland, Iorva; Mrs. Johanna Holland, who
rvas born on the 6th of April, r88o, of Scott township; Peter J., whose
birth occurred on the zd of December, 1882, residing in Wyoming;
Mrs. Sarah Holland, rvho was born July z, 188,4, of Ellsworth township; Margaret, whose natal day was the 4th of April, t887, living on
the old homestead; Gerhart R., who was born on June 26, r89r, also
on the home farm ; Petei J., who died at the age of eleven years; and
one, who died in infancy. The parents located in Story county in
1858, and ihere their children were all born and reared.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Phillops numbers seven, all of whom
have been born on the old Phillops homestead. In order of birth they
are as follorvs : Mts. Julia Melinda Vangness, who was born on the
zTth of April, t&)r, and is now a resident of Story county; Clarence
J., rvhose birth occurred January 6, 1895; Jennie Christina, whose natal day was the gth of November, 1896;Myrtle Marie, who rvas born
February 2c. 1899; Harvey Davis, whose birth occurred February r I,
rgoz; Joseph El Roy, who was born on the 5th of March, r9o7; and
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Mildred Ruth, born March 25, r9rr. All but the 6rst named are living at home. Mr. and Mrs Phillops also have one grandchild, Obert
Melbourne Vangnesq who was born on the 3d of March, r9rz.
The family are devout members of the Norwegian church. politically Mr. Phillops is a republican and has served creditably both as
constablc and school director. He is public-spirited in matters of
citizenship and is ready and willing to support every worthy project.
As a business man he is honorable and upright, conducting his transartions in an honest and straightforward manner, and is held in
high esteem throughout the cdnmunity, as was also his father, who is
well rememlNred by many of the older residents and is spoken of in
terms of the highest respecl

O. N. SEXY.
One of the representativc citizens of Ellsworth is O. N. Sexy,
who was formerly identified with the agicultural development of
Lincoln township, but eighteen years ago withdrew from the active
work of the farm and rcmoved to town, and here he has ever since
made his home. He is one of the public-spirited, enterprising men of
thc community and served with efficiency as mayor of the town, whilc
for the past nine years he has been a member of the board of trustees of Lincoln township.
He was born in Norwan in June, 1852, and is a son of M. M. and
Emily (Ophdahl) Sexy, who were born, reared and married in Norway, wherc the mother pesd away in Decembcr, 1859. The father,
who always eng.aged in farming in the old country, emigrated to
America with his family in 1868, locating in Lee county, Illinois.
There he worked out by the month until r87i, when he came to Story
county, Iowa, and five years later he took up his residence with his
rchildren in Hamilton county, continuing to make this his home untit
he died in December, 1897.
O. N. Sexy was a youth of fifteen years when he emigrated to thc
United States with his father; He complited his education in the common schools of this country, and then worked out by the month as a
farm hand. He was ambitious and enterprising and subsequently acquired sufficient money to begin farming for himself, so he rented some
land in lllinois, which he cultivated for two years. In 1875 he came
to Story county, Iowa, where he continued'to farm as a rcnter for a

